N1-07-94 10:02 504 877 3827 YSHA doo2
'Lh"

UNITED STATES
DEPARTEMENT OF LABOR
MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
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" Abstract ¢f Investigation US. Department of Labor @

Mine Safety and Health Administration

Authority—This repart is based on an invastigation made pursuant to the Federat Mine Safety and Haaith Act of 1977, Public Law 91-173,
as amended by Public Law 9b-164,

. — i L — i
-

-

Sectian A—Identificution Data

kil — ml - e ———— -

i_ Title of inveetigation: 2 Dare MSHA Investigabwon startad:

Nonfatal Fall of Rib (Coal Qutburst) February 12, 1984 : :
3. Repon release date: ' ' 4. Mine:

) , Milburn No. 4 mine _ —

5, Ming 1D number: - B. Company:

46-01296 __Milburn Colliery Company

7. Tawn, County. State: - B. Author (3}

Milburn, Fayette County, WV ____ Homer S, Brose — —
Sectign B~Ming Infoarmation . _ _
9. Daily produstion: ' ) 10. Surface amglayment:

850 tons 8 o

i1, Undargreund emplavrment: o 12. Name of coalted:

45 —_ No. 2 Gas. _

13, Thickness of coalbed:

45-55 inches

Seetion E:*Lusz ﬂuartnf Tl ury Fruqucnl:'l,' Flata H—ISAL‘] fc-r

g, Tndustiy. ' 15 This opsration: ' )

2.97 . 37.02 _ , —n .
6. Traning program appraved: 17. Mine Frotile Rating: ‘

Yes . — Not currently rated

Zection D--0Driginating Dftice _ ) __

18, Mine Sefety and Health Admiaistration o Address! POB 112 '

Caal Mine HMoalth and Sefaty District Mg, 4 Ht HUE s !![” Eﬁﬂﬂn

Saction E—Abstract

e - e ——d ke . — e ——— s e E—E

On Friday, February 10, 1984, at 6:40 p.m., & rib fall accident {ceal Dutburst) occurred

across the coal pillar Tine on the south mains section (015-Q) in Milburn Ro. 4 wine, Milburr

Colliery Company, resulting in injuries to Kyle Wade, continuous minar helper. Wade had 2

ll———

years intermitient exparience as a miner helper with 38 years total mining experience. Thea

cause of the acc1dent was faulty pillar recovery methndz resu1t1ng in abnormal prESSurea hei

applied to the coal p11}ar5 causing coal frum the r1hs tu be yviplently hurled 1ntﬂ the act1v¢

working areas.

L e N

Y i - TT RS T T T R T  ——— n b—uh —

sacrion F—Mine Cryanization

Cornf arv atfioal: - Neme b Address
19 President C. Lynch Christian, Jr. POB 638, Lynchburg, VA 24505
20, siparinmmf}m: ~ Charlie Couch __1PoB B, Burnwell, WV ¢5034
27 Sofery Diveetor: | Gerald Lucas N POB 8, Burnwell, WV 25034 i
22. Principle officor=HAS: Charles Buckland POB 8, Burnwell, WV 25034 _
23. L.enar Grganization: UMWA, District 17 POB 1313, .Charleston, WV

24, Chairman—kE&s

CrmmiTies: Russell Edwardg Rt. 1,. Box 9?, Qak Hﬂ'l, WY 259[}]
MEEA Form G006 BT, ~pr B2 lraviced] T T “
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Commentary

On Friday, February 10, 1384, at 4 p.m., the afternoon (second) shift crew

entered the mine and traveled to the south maing (015-0) sectinn. After
arriving on the section, Steve $mith, section foreman, examined the pillar
Tine and instructed the ¢rew to install additional roadway and breaker posts
1n order that the pushout portion remaining in Mo. 3 pillar between Nos, 2
and 3 entries could be extracted. The additional posts were installed and
Harold Messer, continuaus miner aperator, assisted by Kyle Wade, continuous
miner helper, trammed the continucus mining machine to the No. 3 pillar and
completed lpading the pushout.

After completing the pusheut portion of the No, 3 pillar block, Messer backed
the continuous mining machine to the grosscut ocutby the pillar line and trammed
toward the No. 3 entry on the right side of the section, passing the Nos, 4 and
5 pillar blocks which were intact. Arriving at the No. 5 entry, the continugus
mining machine was stopped to permit roadway and breaker pasts ¢5 be installed
=0 that the No. £ coal piliar between No. 5 entry and 1 right panel could be
recovered. The posts were Tnstalled and Messer trammed the continuous mining
machine about 20 feet inby the last gpen crosscut gn the pillar line and started
extracting coal from the No. 6 pillar block. As the continuous mining machine
made the initial cut in the No. & pillar, bumps started to occur and continued
during extraction of the first cut until 6:40 p.m., when a coal Qutburst occurred
causing coal from the ribs to be violently hurled into the roadway leading into
the No. 6 pillar for a distance of 90 feet ouby the working face. The roadways
were filled with 100se coal to a depth of 2-3 feet, thereby preventing removal
of the shuttle car and continuous mining wachine.

The concussion from the outburst knocked the eight crew members to the mine floor,
One crew member was located approximately 2 crosscuts outby the No. 6 piilar block
and the other crew members were located within 50 feet of the No. 8 pillar block.

Kyle Wade, Jr. (injured) was installing additional roadways timbers in No. 5 entry
about 50 feet outby the No. 6 pillar split and was hit by the exploding coal rib.
ATter the dust caused by the outburst cleared, Wade, along with the other crew
members, walked outby two crosscuts where Smith, foreman, accounted tor all the
Crew mempers, Wade informed Smith that he was bruised. Smith then transported
Wade to the surface and then to an area hospital where he was examined, treated,
and released.

Discussicn and Evaluation

1. According to statements from miners with 10-20 yearz of experience in this
mine, the bumps and outburst that have occurred in the 3 months prior to this
accident were more severe than any previously experienced throughouf the history
of this mine.”
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2. The miners stated that outbursts of coal from face and ribs would occur 1n
conjunction with the bumps, and on one occasion Delmar Kees, shuttle car operator,
was covered with coal as a result of an cutburst which caused his head to contact
the shuttle car frame resulting in injuries requiring stitcnes.

3. A mine map overjay location by coordinates indicated that the abandoned mines

in both coal seams below the accident area in the active mine had been recovered -?(
by pillar extraction,
’1f- The investigation revealed that two coal seams below the No. 2 Gas (active
ming) had been mined previcusly. Maps indicated the elevation ¢f the active
mine at 2,086 feet with coal seam elevations of 1,588 feet and 1,886 feet, re-
spectively, at the coal seams which contained the abandoned mines.

5. Information from surface drililed diamond bore holes indicated sandstone 12
to 90 feet in thickness immediately above the active mine with sandstone forming
the strata beneath the coal. |

6. The elevation of the coal seam being mined was 2,086 feet with a surface
elevation of 2?845 feat above the area where the toal outbursts were occurring.

7. The miners stated that they were knocked to the mine flaar on several occasions
during the past three months by pressure bumps and the continuous mining macmineg
was knocked Trom The CoaT Tace with such force that the cutting heads were damaged
to the extent that necessitated replacement on two occaszions.

8. The investigation revealed that coal pillar recovery had been performed n
the 2 left and 1 right panels off the south main resulting in the pillar 1ine

in the south main heading section hbeing 200 fect inby the areas of second mining
in the panels on each side of south mains. '

Findings of Fact

The method of mining followed on the piilar line on south mains section exposed
the miners to unusual dangers caused by faulty piliar recovery methods, in that a
straight pillar line was not maintained. Ceal piliars were left inby the pillar
line; portions of pillars were left inby the pillar 1ines and extraction of pillar
blocks was performed on pillars not in sequence across the active pillar line re-
sylting in a violation of Section 75.201, Title 30, Code of Federal Regulations.

Conclusion
The accident and resultant injury accurred when management failed to recognize the

dangers of coal outbursts and failed to develop and follow a system of retreat mine
ina designed to prevent undue pressure on the coal pillars.

:;}i;ﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁ:HéiuhuLf

Homer 5. Grﬂse
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APPENDIX
List of persons furnishing information and/or present during the investigation:

Milhurn Colliery Company Officials

Charles Couch Superintendent

Rick Banham Engineer

Gerald Lucas Safety Director

Albert R. Christian Administrative Manager
Steve R. Smith Section Foreman
Kenneth Messer Section Foreman
Charles Buckland Mine Foreman

Milburn Colliery Company Employeas

Haroid G. Messer Continuous Miner QOperator

Roger Sharp Cantinuous Miner Helper

Delmar Kees Shuttle Car Operator

Russell Delung Z2nd shift Continpuaus Miner
Operator

Representatives of Miners
United Mine Workers of America

William "Bolts" Wiilis QHSR International Union
West Virginia Department of Mines

Melvin Judy Mine Inspector (Roof Control)
Richard K. Crowl Mine Inspector

Mina Safety and Health Administration

George 3, Vargo Supervisory Coal Mine
Safety & Health Inspector
Darlie F. Andarson Coal Mine Safety & Health
Inspector {Roof Control)
Fred H. Ryan " Supervisory Mine Safety &
Health Specialist (Roof
Control)
James E. Cline Coal Mine Safety & Health
Inspector (Roof Control)
Leighton C. Fariey, Jr. Mine Safety & Health Specialist
Homer S. Grose Coal Mine Safety & Health

Inspectior
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rnmiel - B

Baction A&Uieﬁ-m Cata

o alakilerlial™-"r

R Gorial Security Number

L) Femals 236-38-7473

(L 2. Sax
Kyle Wade, Jr. [ wate
A Aogw 5. Job Classification e

a7 Miner H&Tpgr

B. Expariande at this Classitication

2 yBRars

7. Total Mining Experianca

Dver 30 years

8. What activity wes baing performed at Time af accident?

Miner Helper

9. Victim's Expertenme at [his Activity

2 yBars Yoy

T 10 Was vietirm trained in this task?

Section B~Vietim Jata for Health and Sataty Coursas/T raining Aecelved (rmlatad to aceidant)

Cata Recaived

11.

Annual Retraining

) ' 3/8/83

12,

14,

Section C—Syperviesy' Data I'Wparw'ra; Eu’ Wittt}

M
18, Name

Steve Smith

16, Cortifiod

PY# O no

S
T i
LT

17. Cxparanca as supervisgr -

10 years

15._1'-:;1131 M irtirg Experioncs

13 years

R o s

Bection OSupenvicar Dats for Health and Safery Courses/Training Becdived (/3aa m acoigene)

e

Annual Retraining

Data Recapnd

3/8/83

¢/ )

EMSA First-Aid
21.

12/20/83

73, When was the SUpDervisor (35t Dresent at aoCigent scens Brior 1o tha
genident?

w | | .

24, Yhet cid A do when Ne was theres

Biscussed roof supperts

75, Whan was Na iast 1n caniact with the vieum?

Approximataly 30 minutes prior 1o accident

P76, D ha iC2L8 NBrLCticna Talative I Lhe aosident?

NO

27. Was ha awach Of Or 9id [ axfress AN awareness of Eny unsgfe practice ar cendition?

No

MEHA Form 200058, Juna B3 |Ravised)
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_Section I {Coa]kﬂn1y}

MSHA and/or State Certification and/or Qualification Mine ID _46-0125986
Date Training Date Training Date Training
Plan Approved 9/19/79 Received Received
L Certified Person
X ( Underground) 1973 | Dust

. Certified Persan

(Surface) — R 1 Dust (Calibration) .
- Methane & Dxygen
[ x Deticiency Testing _ 3/3/83

[ 1 Noise .

*
] Etectrical e %
- tnargized Surface Impoundments — -
[ ] igh Voltage

T *]+_""[ Hoisting Engineer
*Annuat Refraining Required

T ¥ il ol L N el =4 il N ikl

Section I1 (Metal/Non-Metal and Coal)

M raining Programs Completed
Date of Hire 1346 Date Training Plan Approved 1/16/79
Required Training *Date Training Required Training Date Training
{(Vietim) Recedived (Vietim) Receivad
New Miner {U.G.) I?ﬁ?;?? fraining — o
New Miner (Sur.) o | _]Hazard Training _
- {Sur,)
Newly Employed

Experianced {U.G)

Newly Employed .
Experienced (Sur.) Task Training
Specify Type:

U HoL

Anriual Refrasher

{U.G.) 378 /87

Annual Refresher —_—
(Sur.)

|

Section III

Company Training Program Complieted: ,
ate
Training OJT/Formal Instructor Cumpieted

“—-——-—.—H—‘__“ r B N B Neiniie— o T — e e ——
S .
e =gy — e e e
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Section IV
Did uictimﬁhave training specifically related to the task being performed at the time of

the accident?

[ 1 ¥YEs ] wo WHEN? 5 /8703
By Whom: | How Was Training Given:

e Ea mRLL L e

section ¥V

Racommend Training Plan Evaluation by Educatien and Training OfTicer

1 Yes ] NO
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1. Actident Gode \Circie appiicable codo — see InsiruTlions) . U\ = Ceath 0? — Sarious injury 03 — Entrapment

04 ~ Inynaatinn {5 — Gas ar OLst Ignitian & — Mire Flre Jf — ExpiDsives (% - Hooel Fal,

o 08 — GLtburst 0 — impoLnding Oam _ 11— Hoisting 12 = Oilsiig njury
2. Nutng ol Inveshigisor 3. Date hivesligaion Slanoo 4, Stepr Taken (o Preven: Recurtence ol Acaidén
[Month Joay YE af
aam — — e -

@ Seclion C —~ Compilete for Each Hupnnahle Accident, Injury or iliness
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B. Lasl Four vipi}s of Socla| i7. Asguiat Job Tulg . [J18 Check I (ks 19. Check i Injury?Lineas
Securily Number injury/iling 55 rl':EUHEn:l IR Rarmanrent disanl.ly

- - rAEUES 1IN dasaih, Jnildde ameutation, loss o wuse,
E Z ii: é"" o uﬁqi i'_'l:,l“i.{g—,’ 5., & parmanarii total disability),
What Dirdetly Inflictea Injury or iinegs? 21, N&idre &t Injury of liness

('D;#L &gﬁf/j;uufj,f f A e j -

77 Fan of Hady inured 2%, Odgupational lilnass (choa Spplicanle codd — sew inghuel ons 21 Qocupat.ana. 3kin Diseases
wr Affcoteo 22 Dust Dizeases Ol ihe Lunys 23 Respiraiory Condlions jlaxic agents! 24 Foiseningioxic matoriaig)
",/1-{: #4 Lisorders (zhyslcal agenls) o€ Lizurders resealdd [raLma, ’ﬁ? 1nar .
24, Emriayee 5 Work ﬁchwly Whan Exerience ___|vears  |Waeks | . o
mury arlhness O l'di_{" o Zxperiercs o lhn Jub Tille | 03\ il = I | For Clficia: Use Only
! *.an-"f'-"f f‘v‘df-" J/:-i It 26, Experignce al This Mine E'L‘:: | LCagrae e ——
27, [olal Minung Experignce WY WY Accidert lype
@ Sectlon D — Return 1o Duty Information B T~ © Answar SGE, 31 when vase is closed Accident Clugs
7128, Permansantly Transfarrad or 25, Cate Haturwaﬂ & Raguler JOU 81130 Nember of Dﬂys . Numeer of Days EEhE'ﬂU!EE'-_El'IE.I'QEH
lerrminated (i) ¢heckes, Full Capanily (ar len 28) Away fram Werk Jdearrictad Work Keyvened——
complele iltme 24, 5008 31 e T e =1 LEnane erer 0) | Actvily G ngro, -—-—-"Y R
T N Uaé TEE_L anter 0) nil M_E‘,H A
e Pl ™ N i :g.\ | q. o . 11.“? H’ }pE’
Person i:,_“;:mpjc-tjng Form {name! T|1.'_I‘.-‘| I a&%ﬂ; — _\__
'-""-":I Tt e r" "’”-“lijtrpr-"i e il . L q“"-"-quﬂ:']“‘.'f'i—r 4'F:J' ‘ T" I"-I f i J:I‘ Wt \ H PRI *
This F!epr:lrt F‘rnpar&d {month, ARy, yHar) Araa Gr:.de and Phcne hlumt:er . E‘
M‘ O_J g "fJ R LJ"-! _;] ::-" :; : _r:;::r ,fﬁ:f. E‘.l -.__;-—r—i...
A Form 7000-1, Feb. B0 revigeq) \- —

PAGE 2 MAIL THIE COPY TO YOUR LOCAL MBHA DISTRICT OR SUBDISTRICT OFFICE.



